
Fall  

 

 Create a resume or activity chart. Ms. Paschal can also assist you in creating a resume. Do this first as it will save you a 
ton of time in the future. 
 

 Narrow your list of potential colleges to three to five. Obtain an application for admission and scholarship information 
from each college.  All of this will be done on-line.  APPLY! You can apply to as many colleges you want. Completing an 
application and even being accepted do not “commit” you to attend. You are the consumer and need to have options 
available. Don’t settle for just one school.  
 

 Make a master calendar or keep a file and note:  
 

-application for admission deadlines & application fee (if you receive free or reduce lunches, you may qualify for    
an application fee waiver, so make sure and check before you pay the application fee) 
-scholarship application deadlines (many Kansas universities have November 1 deadlines)  
-financial aid deadlines  
-tuition and fees  
-does the school offer your degree/major  
 

 Submit admission and scholarship applications and application fees along with your transcript by the appropriate 
deadlines.  
 

 Visit any college you are considering. By visiting the college, you will be able to gain a “feel” for campus environment. 
You are given two days per year to visit colleges. You might also visit on days you don’t have school. Make sure and give 
the college two weeks notice so that all of your appointments can be made. Also, make sure your parent/guardian calls 
in your absence and you return with documentation that you were at the college. 
 

Attend Northwest’s financial aid night on Tuesday, September 25th to learn about financing your college education.  
 

 The FAFSA application becomes accessible for your class on October 1. You will need your 2016 tax information, a FSA 
ID (apply for one at www.fsaid.ed.gov). This needs to be completed ASAP after it opens. Many colleges will have earlier 
priority dates, so do not wait. You can send your FAFSA to 10 colleges, so there is zero risk in sending it. Once again, you 
are the consumer and you need to make a smart financial decision. Submitting your FAFSA early will make you eligible 
for any school, state and federal financial aid options. The further you are from October 1 the amount of money 
available shrinks. 
 

Review your financial aid award letter from the colleges that you have applied to. The award letter will list any federal 
and state financial aid that you will receive along with any scholarships that you have earned from the college. 
Remember, you must apply and be accepted to a college to receive financial aid. If you have questions about your 
award, please contact the school’s financial aid office.  
 

 Register for a Parchment Transcript Account at www.parchment.com. You will use Parchment to request that your 
transcript be electronically sent to the colleges that you are applying at. You can also find the link on the Northwest 
home page on the left side of the page.  
 

 Research careers you’re interested in. The CCC has a variety of resources you can utilize if you’re undecided. Some 
different websites to visit include:  www.humanmetrics.com (Jung Personality Test), www.mappingyourfuture.org, 
www.careeronestop.org, and www.bls.gov (for job outlook & salary information).  
 

Register for the ACT if you have not taken it. This can be done at www.actstudent.org. Stop by the CCC for assistance in 
completing online registration. If you qualify for free or reduced lunches, you’re eligible for two free tests.  
 

Stop by the CCC regularly to check-out local scholarships. Treat the scholarship application process like a job. Dedicate 
one night a week to scholarships. You can also create scholarship account at www.jlvcollegecounseling.com, 
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www.bigfuture.org  or www.cappex.com. However, only pick one company to utilize or you will inundated by emails.  
These companies will help you find additional scholarship opportunities. 
 

 Ask for letters of recommendation for scholarships. Give each person your resume and a description of the scholarship 
you’re applying for. Make sure and give the person who is writing the letter plenty of notice. Think of a teacher, 
counselor, principal, supervisor, church or community member that you could ask. Don’t forget to send a thank you note 
to the person who is writing the recommendation letter for you.  
 

Write a good, solid essay to use for scholarships. By having a good essay, you will be able to tweak it to fit a variety of 
scholarship applications. Review your resume to jog your memory of high school activities. Think about your goals and 
why you want to attend college. Are you the first in your family? Make sure and note that. Ms. Paschal is available to 
help you write your essay.  
 

Sign up in the CCC to visit with college representatives that visit Northwest during Advocacy.  
 

Winter 

 

Complete the necessary applications for housing. Many schools require a deposit to hold your spot. This can range 
from $100 - $450 so plan ahead, so you will have this amount when you submit your housing contract.  
 

Continue to visit the CCC to complete scholarship applications.  
 
Spring  

 

Make the decision of where you’re attending college if you have not already done so.  
 

Watch your mailbox for information on your college’s orientation and enrollment dates. Sign-up to enroll for your 
classes!  
 

Request your final transcript through Parchment. This is very important as many colleges won’t let you enroll for the 
spring semester of classes without having proof that you have graduated from high school.  
 

Continue to visit the CCC to complete scholarship applications.  
 

Send a thank you note to each foundation or company that has awarded a scholarship to you.  
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